A Hard Pill for the Catholic Church to Swallow
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Dr Kara Britt and Prof Roger Short, from Melbourne University, are urging the Catholic Church
to make the pill freely available to their nuns. This is not because the nuns are at risk of getting
pregnant, but like other women who do not give birth, they are more at risk of developing some
forms of cancer. Taking the contraceptive pill greatly reduces the risk of cancer of the breast,
ovary and uterus for these women. Unfortunately, the Catholic Church has taken a strong stand
against all forms of contraception since the Humanae Vitae was published in 1968. However,
the same document does state that medicine with contraceptive effects can be taken for the
purpose of combating disease. So watch this space. Will the Catholic Church buy the
contraceptive pill for almost 95,000 nuns each month, thus providing funds for the people
producing contraceptive pills, or will it let the nuns take their chances with developing cancer?




